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MEDIA RELEASE
June 4, 1987
LEE VON KUSTER VOTED UM 'S MOST INSPIRATIONAL TEACHER 
BY SILENT SENTINEL
MISSOULA —
Professor Lee Von Kuster, chairman of the University of 
Montana's Department of Teacher Education, received the Most 
Inspirational Teacher Award at a university awards banquet June 
2 .
Von Kuster was chosen by a poll of graduating seniors 
conducted by Silent Sentinel, a senior honorary society. Votes 
were also given to J. Martin Burke, Beverly Chin, Ulysses Doss 
and Richard Drake as runners-up.
Von Kuster will receive $100, and his name will be engraved 
on a plague in UM's Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library.
Von Kuster has been a member of the UM faculty since 1969, 
and chairman of the department since 1982. He received his 
bachelor's and master's degrees from UM, and also attended Boston 
College, Wayne State University in Michigan, and the University 
of Washington.
Von Kuster was named the Mathematics Teacher of the Year for 
grade 9 through university level in 1983 by the Montana Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics. He was twice nominated as a 




Von Kuster has also participated in numerous campus and 
community activities, including the Campus Development Committee, 
the Dean's Advisory Council and speaking engagements for the 
Missoula Rotary Club and the Missoula Exchange Club.
Von Kuster previously taught mathematics education at UM, 
and taught mathematics in Glendive, Wolf Point and Frazer. He 
has also taught workshops and courses throughout the United 
States and in Canada, Italy, Greece, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, India and Nepal. His recent research activities have 
included the learning theory on how children learn and the impact 
of technology on the learning habits of young people.
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